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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  

The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program is a federally funded program administered through the Kansas 
Department of Transportation. The program provides reimbursements to Cities, Counties, School Districts, 
and other entities for infrastructural and non-infrastructural improvements that encourage children to walk 
or bicycle to school more safely. The purpose of the SRTS Program is to enable and encourage children, 
including those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school; to make walking and bicycling to school 
more safe and appealing; and to facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects that 
will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of schools. 
 
The SRTS Program was authorized on August 10, 2005, through FY2009 under the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). This program is intended to be 
comprehensive by combining five components, often referred to as the five “E’s”. These components are:  
 
 Engineering – Creating operational and physical improvements to the infrastructure surrounding 

schools that reduce speeds and potential conflicts with motor vehicle traffic, and establish safer and 
fully accessible crossings, walkways, trails, and bikeways. 

 
 Education – Teaching children, parents, neighbors, and City and school officials about the broad range 

of transportation choices. This includes instructions about important lifelong bicycling and walking 
safety skills, and launching driver safety campaigns in the vicinity of schools. 

 
 Enforcement – Partnering with local law enforcement to improve compliance with traffic laws in the 

vicinity of schools (this includes enforcement of speeds, yielding to pedestrians in crossings, and proper 
walking and bicycling behaviors), and initiating community enforcement such as crossing guard 
programs. 

 
 Encouragement – Using events and activities to promote walking and bicycling. 
 
 Evaluation – Monitoring and documenting outcomes and trends through the collection of data, 

including the collection of data before and after the intervention(s). 
 
A Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Plan must address all five “E’s.” Therefore the Prairie Village SRTS Plan 
identifies obstacles and provides recommendations for infrastructure improvements (including engineering 
estimates) and programs to enhance the safety of children walking and bicycling to school.  
 
The Prairie Village SRTS Plan seeks to identify issues that impede active transportation and to strategically 
address these challenges by implementing a Safe Routes to School program.  
 
The greater Prairie Village community is motivated to implement a Safe Routes to School plan because we 
value: 

 providing safe travel routes for students to and from school.  
 improving the safety of walkway, pathways, and pedestrian crossings in our neighborhoods and 

along our roadways for all residents of the community. 
 physical activities and health for our youth. 
 improving air quality and the environment around our schools.  
 providing safe environments near our schools, including controlling traffic speeds and careless 

driving. 
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TThhee  PPrraaiirriiee  VViillllaaggee  SSaaffee  RRoouutteess  ttoo  SScchhooooll  TTeeaamm 
Implementation of the Prairie Village Safe Routes to School Plan will require a team of community 
stakeholders. Each team member will lend their own unique perspective and expertise to make walking and 
bicycling to school more safe, accessible, and fun for the students of our community. 
 

Key Team Partners 
Mayor and City Council  

City of Prairie Village Staff and Public Safety Officials 
USD 512 Shawnee Mission School District Administrators 

Elementary and Middle School Principals 
Elementary and Middle School Teachers 

Parents 
Students 

 
Contact information for the planning team partners are provided on page 3. 
 

Primary contact for the Prairie Village Safe Routes to School Plan 
Name and Title: ...................................Dennis Enslinger, Assist. City Administrator 
Organization: .......................................City of Prairie Village 
Address: .................................................Municipal Building, 7700 Mission Rd 
City: .........................................................Prairie Village 
State: ......................................................Kansas 
Zip: ..........................................................67208 
Phone: ....................................................913-385-4603 
Email: ......................................................denslinger@pvkansas.com 
 

 
Stakeholder contributions to the development and/or execution of the Plan 

Our Safe Routes to School Plan will be successful because of the many dedicated community members, 
including parents, students, and the employees of the City of Prairie Village and the Shawnee Mission Public 
Schools. These dedicated individuals helped identify needs and prioritize solutions for the entire 
community.  

 
National Center for Safe Routes to School  
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CCoommmmuunniittyy  CChhaammppiioonnss  aanndd  PPllaannnniinngg  TTeeaamm  PPaarrttnneerrss 
Our community emphasizes strong partnerships between local government, schools, and other community 
organizations for the successful implementation of the Prairie Village Safe Routes to School Plan. Our 
community champions and planning team partners include the following representatives: 
 
LLOOCCAALL  GGOOVVEERRNNMMEENNTT  OOFFFFIICCIIAALLSS  SSCCHHOOOOLL  OOFFFFIICCIIAALLSS  

Name: Dennis Enslinger 
Title: Assistant City Administrator 
Representing: City of Prairie Village 
Phone: (913) 385-4603 
Email: denslinger@pvkansas.com  

Name:  Dr. Gene Johnson 
Title: Superintendent of Schools 
Representing: USD 512 
Phone: (913) 993-6401 
Email: genejohnson@smsd.org 
  

Name: Bob Pryzby 
Title: Director of Public Works 
Representing: Public Works Dept. 
Phone: (913) 385-4640  
Email: bpryzby@pvkansas.com 
  

Name:  Karen Faucher 
Title:  Principal 
Representing: Belinder Elementary 
Phone: (913) 993-1800 
Email: karenfaucher@smsd.org 

PPUUBBLLIICC  SSAAFFEETTYY  OOFFFFIICCIIAALLSS   

Name: Wes Jordan 
Title: Chief of Police 
Representing: City of Prairie Village Police Department 
Phone: (913) 385-4621 
Email: wjordan@pvkansas.com 
  

Name:  Steve Frazel 
Title:  Principal 
Representing: Briarwood Elem. 
Phone: (913) 993-2200 
Email: stevefrazell@smsd.org 

Name: Sgt. Byron Roberson 
Title: Patrol Operations -- Traffic Enforcement  
Representing: City of Prairie Village Police Department 
Phone: (913) 385-4617 
Email: broberson@pvkansas.com 

Name: Dr. Ken Emley 
Title: Principal 
Representing: Corinth Elementary 
Phone: (913) 993-2900 
Email: kenemley@smsd.org 
 

Name: Officer John Olson 
Title: D.A.R.E Officer 
Phone: (913) 385-4614 
Email: jolson@pvkansas.com 
 

Name: Tom Tracey 
Title: Principal 
Representing: Prairie Elementary 
Phone: (913) 993-4400 
Email: tomtracey@smsd.org 

Name: Det.Brady Sullivn 
Title: School Resource Officer 
Phone: (913) 385-4611 
Email: bsullivan@pvkansas.com 
 

Name:  Susie Ostmeyer 
Title: Principal 
Representing: Mission Valley Middle School 
Phone: (913) 993-0800 
Email: susieostmeyer@smsd.org 
 

Name: Det. Seth Meyer 
Title: School Resource Officer 
Phone: (913) 385-4611 
 
 

Name:  Carla Allen 
Title: Principal 
Representing: Indian Hills Middle School 
Phone: (913) 993-0400 
Email: carlaallen@smsd.org 
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PPrraaiirriiee  VViillllaaggee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  BBaacckkggrroouunndd 
Prairie Village, founded in 1951, was designed and built as a traditional first tier suburb centered around 
neighborhood schools.  In 1951 the population was 2,500 residents and by 1957, the population was over 
15,000.  Today the population is approximately 21,000 residents.   When most schools in Prairie Village were 
developed, walking and riding bicycles to school was commonplace.  By 1969, it was estimated that roughly 
half of 5 to 18 year olds either walked or rode their bikes to school.   
 
One of the defining characteristics of Prairie Village is that it is essentially “built-out”—nearly all land has 
been developed and there are no opportunities to expand the boundaries of the City.  Prairie Village 
remains an attractive place to live and in November 2005, the Kansas City Star identified Prairie Village as the 
fourth most desirable suburb in the greater Kansas City metropolitan area. The Star compared 40 local 
suburbs using nearly two-dozen quality-of-life measures. Prairie Village came out ahead of every other inner 
ring suburb. However, the community’s housing stock and infrastructure continue to age.  In some areas 
sidewalks lack connectivity, either ending abruptly or failing to reach nearby commercial corridors or 
neighboring subdivisions. On-street and off-street bicycle facilities are limited throughout the city.  Also 
parents overwhelmingly cite concerns about walking and biking safety for their children. 
 
The Village Vision Strategic Investment Plan adopted in 2007 serves as Prairie Village’s Comprehensive 
Plan and is as a proactive statement of the City’s determination to prevent decline and deterioration in the 
community. More importantly, it is a statement of conviction for creating a prosperous and vibrant 
community.  The Plan provides recommendations addressing a wide range of land use and revitalization 
strategies, including recommendations to enhance the public space through the addition of new bikeways, 
widened sidewalks, tree-lawns, plazas and parks.  Key components of the Plan include: 
 

• Community Character and Activities: Provide an attractive, friendly and safe community with a 
unique village identity appealing to the diverse community population. 
 

• Community Facilities & Services: Provide diverse community recreation areas, cultural programs, 
parks, green spaces including a new or renovated community center, complemented by well 
maintained infrastructure and excellent City services. 
 

• Housing: Encourage neighborhoods with unique character, strong property values and quality 
housing options for families and individuals of a variety of ages and incomes. 
 

• Land Resources: Encourage a high quality natural and man-made environment that preserves 
community character, creates identity and sense of place, and provides opportunities for renewal 
and redevelopment, including vibrant mixed use centers. 
 

• Leadership and Governance: Provide a City government that communicates effectively with the 
public and works cooperatively with other communities to promote projects and programs that 
maintain a strong Prairie Village. 
 

• Learning: Support the provisions of high quality educational environments for residents at all 
stages of their lives, including public K-12 institutions. 
 

• Prosperity: Promote a strong economy where a diverse mix of quality businesses contribute to a 
stable tax base, provide opportunities for redevelopment, meet the needs of residents, and attract 
visitors. 
 

• Transportation: Encourage a variety of transportation choices including safe, interconnected, and 
well-maintained roadways, sidewalks, biking trails, and public transportation systems. 
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Specific actions for implementation of the Village Vision include the following which are directly relevant to 
the Safe Routes to School program: 
   
Village Vision - Bike and Pedestrian Friendly Actions 

a. Provide sidewalks in new and existing areas to allow for continuous pedestrian movement 
around Prairie Village.  Enhance sidewalk connectivity in Prairie Village to improve quality of 
life, particularly for those residents who have limited access to cars. 

 
b. Provide interconnected bike routes, lanes, and paths to facilitate safe bicycle travel 

throughout the Village. This could range from designating preferred bicycle routes and 
providing signage, to delineating bicycle lanes on roadways, to constructing paved or 
unpaved bike paths. The City should consider integrating its bike paths into similar systems 
sponsored by neighboring communities and those recommended by the Mid-America 
Regional Council.  

 
c. Ensure that infrastructure improvements meet the needs of all transportation users.  

As existing roads are redesigned or improved, they should be scaled to appropriately meet 
the needs of all users, including drivers, pedestrians, bicycle riders, and transit riders. Adding 
sidewalks and bike lanes will be useful. Prairie Village can also reduce car speeds where 
desirable by implementing traffic calming techniques and ensuring that lane widths are 
appropriately scaled to achieve desired road speeds. 

 
d. Implement traffic calming strategies for critical areas. Examples of traffic calming strategies 

include diagonal parking, changing one-way streets to two-way, widening sidewalks and 
narrowing streets, building traffic circles or roundabouts, widening the medians, and using 
speed bumps. In critical areas, such initiatives will slow traffic on fast moving streets, enhance 
road safety, and position Prairie Village as an accessible place to visit rather than a place to 
speed through. 

 
e. Ensure the quality of the transportation network with regular maintenance as well as 

efficient responses to seasonal issues such as snow removal. Roads and sidewalks are the 
backbone of the transportation network. The City should assess its ongoing monitoring and 
maintenance schedules, and identify gaps where such services can be improved. 

 

 
Educating Children about Bicycle Safety has become a Fun Activity  

during the City’s VillageFest Celebration  
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Prairie Village Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
In the summer of 2008 the City of Prairie Village initiated the creation of a Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
to guide the development and improvement of its parks, trails, and recreation programs over the next 10-15 
years.  The Master Plan was adopted by the City Council on June 1, 2009. The development of this plan was 
overseen by a Parks Master Plan Committee; a special committee comprised of two City Council members 
and five other Prairie Village residents and formed specifically to guide this important planning task.  The 
Plan’s goals address a range of parks, recreation, facilities and services including the goal to develop a 
community-wide trail system that provides connections between park lands and destinations. 
 
The Master Plan community involvement process included a statistically valid random sample survey of 
Prairie Village households, citizen workshops, and in the field observations.  The survey of households found 
that 79 percent would like to see the development of a walking/biking trail system throughout Prairie 
Village to increase ease of access to parks, schools, shopping areas and other public areas.  Also the most 
desired type of “trail” is an off-street “greenway” rather than wide sidewalks or on-street bike lanes.   
 

  
Trail Corridors 
One of the primary recommendations of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan is the development of a 
community-wide trail system to provide easily-accessed and safe corridors for walking, running, bicycling, 
and generally moving about the city.  The proposed trail system will connect directly to or within one block 
of most destinations in Prairie Village consisting of schools, parks and recreation sites, commercial / 
shopping areas, and civic sites. 
 
The trail corridors are initially targeted for those areas that provide the safest pedestrian environments, 
comfortably allow for two-way trail traffic, and minimize interactions with vehicular traffic. The preferred 
corridors for the trails are those that can accommodate minimum 8-ft wide trails, including: 

• Existing parks and school sites 
• Wide street right-of ways, where 8-ft wide sidewalks can be accommodated. 
• Stream corridors, with particular focus on the few that are accessible for trail purposes. 

 
Bike Lanes / Routes 
The Master Plan strongly encourages the future study and development of bike lanes / routes throughout 
the community to better serve more serious cyclists and to promote an increase in daily commuters using 
bike lanes for regular travel to places of employment. 
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Figure 1 – Parks Master Plan - Trails System Plan 
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Prairie Village Community Schools 
Schools in Prairie Village are many of the primary destinations in the community in addition to parks, civic 
sites, and retail areas.  The Shawnee Mission School District serves all of Prairie Village as well as most of 
Johnson County within the I-435 loop.  Located within Prairie Village city limits are four public elementary 
schools, two public middle schools, and Shawnee-Mission East High School.  Kansas City Christian and St. 
Ann’s school are two private elementary/middle schools also located in the city limits of Prairie Village.   
 
All schools in the community share common characteristics in their locations along collector and or arterial 
roadways.  Most of the other community destinations are also located in the same corridors and 
neighborhoods as the public and private schools, and therefore will also benefit from improved walking and 
biking strategies recommended by the Safe Routes to School plan.  The location of these schools and 
community destinations are identified in Figure 2.  

 

 
Primary destinations for children in Prairie Village  

include schools, parks, and retail areas 
 

 
Most retail areas in Prairie Village are designed with a pedestrian scale and form  
that facilitates walking for both children and adults from nearby neighborhoods 
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Figure 2 – School Locations and other Community Destinations 
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The following is a summary of some of the location and physical obstacles, risks and concerns related to 
waking and/or bicycling to and from public schools located in the city limits of Prairie Village. 
 

School (Elementary) Location Map 

Corinth Elementary:  is bordered on the west by Mission Rd which is a 
(35 mph) 5-lane profile arterial street, 83rd Street on the north which is a 
(30 mph) 4-lane profile collector street.  Both roadways have little or no 
separation between the sidewalk and the street curb.  Existing 
neighborhoods back up to the school property with no direct walking or 
biking connections.  Nearby neighborhood streets have sidewalks on 
only one side or have gaps in sidewalk linkages.  Commercial centers are 
located on the west side of Mission Rd, which generates heavier traffic 
and traffic speed issues, and safety concerns for crossing arterial streets 
in the area.  
 
Prairie Elementary: is bordered on the east by Mission Rd which is a (35 
mph) 3-lane profile arterial street, on the south by 67th St which is a (25 
mph) 2-lane collector street, and abutting residential lots to the north 
and west.   There is little or no separation between the sidewalk and the 
curb of the two adjacent streets.  In addition, adjacent neighborhoods 
have sidewalks on only one side of the street or gaps in sidewalk 
linkages.  Risks include: speed, sidewalk locations, lack of sidewalks, 
traffic configuration, access only along primary streets, lack of parking, 
lack of bus loading/unloading areas and attendance boundaries which 
require crossing of major streets.   
 
Belinder Elementary:  fronts directly on Belinder Rd which is a 25 
(mph) 2-lane profile collector street, and has rear yards of residential 
properties adjacent on the remaining three sides.  There are sidewalk 
linkages from the northwest and southwest to W 72nd St and 72nd Ter. 
There is little or no separation between the sidewalk and the street curb 
of the two collector streets in the area.  Adjacent neighborhoods have 
sidewalks on only one side of the street or gaps in sidewalk linkages. 
The school has little or no parking, lack of adequate bus 
loading/unloading, and no staging area for student pick-up.   
 
Briarwood Elementary: is bordered on the south by 86th St which is a 
(25 mph) 2-lane residential street.  The school is approximately ½ block 
east of Nall Ave which is a (30 mph) 2-lane profile collector street.  
Residential properties back up to the school on the north, east and west 
so all access to the school must occur from 86th St.  The school has a lack 
of bus loading/unloading and no staging area for student pick-up. In 
addition, adjacent neighborhoods have sidewalks on only one side of 
the street or gaps in sidewalk linkages. The City has conducted a traffic 
flow study which indicates a bus drop-off/pick-up lane is necessary.  
Traffic volumes on Nall Ave. make crossing the roadway difficult unless 
using the pedestrian crossing north of the 86th Street intersection.  
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School (Middle) Location Map 

Mission Valley Middle School:  is bordered on the east by Mission Rd 
which is a (35 mph) 5-lane profile arterial street.  The school is 
surrounded by commercial, multiple-family, single-family uses and has 
no internal connections to these properties. The site lacks adequate 
drop-off and pick-up facilities.  Students must cross a circle loop to enter 
or exit the school. There are no adjacent signalized intersections. In 
addition, adjacent neighborhoods have sidewalks on only one side of 
the street or gaps in sidewalk linkages.  
 
Indian Hills Middle School: is bordered on the east by Mission Rd 
which is a (35 mph) 2-lane profile arterial street, 63rd Street on the north 
which is a (35 mph) 2-lane profile collector street, a fire station on the 
north, Delmar Street which is a (25 mph) 2-lane collector street on the 
west and south.  The area lacks sidewalks on the east side of Mission Rd 
and the north side of 63rd St, and lacks adequate drop-off and pick-up 
facilities.  Adjacent neighborhoods have sidewalks on only one side of 
the street or gaps in sidewalk linkages.  
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Existing programs to encourage walking and biking to school in Prairie Village 
The City of Prairie Village currently has a number of initiatives and programs to encourage walking and 
biking safety in the community.  Many of these activities are supported by the City’s Police Department 
School Resource Officer (SRO).  Education and encouragement activities include: 

• Bicycle helmet giveaways to children.   
• Bicycle rodeo’s conducted 4-5 times a year often with the assistance of school PTAs. 
• Spreading the word through the city newsletter and local schools. 
• Activities associated with the annual Jake Clough Headstrong Foundation, with the Foundation’s 

primary goals to educate children about bike safety and the importance of always wearing a 
helmet. 

• Special public safety and educational activities at the community’s annual “VillageFest” celebration 
at the Municipal Campus. 

 
The City of Prairie Village provides crossing guards at the following locations to enhance safety for children 
walking and biking to school:  

Belinder Elementary School..............................73rd Street & Belinder 
Briarwood Elementary School..........................75th Street & Belinder 
Briarwood Elementary School..........................86th Street & Briar 
Briarwood Elementary School..........................83rd Street & Briar/Juniper 
Corinth Elementary School ...............................83rd Street & Mission Road 
Cur of Ars ................................................................94th Street & Mission Road  
Prairie Elementary School..................................67th Street & Mission Road 
St. Ann’s ..................................................................72nd Street & Mission Road 
Tomahawk Elementary School.........................79th Street & Lamar 
Trailwood Middle School ...................................95th Street & Roe 

 

 
Bike Rodeos are a fun and educational activity conducted annually at the VillageFest celebration 

 
Headstrong Foundation 
The Jake Clough Headstrong Foundation was formed as a tribute to Jake Clough to promote bicycle safety 
and the importance of wearing a properly fitted bicycle helmet. On February 24, 2005 Jake Clough was 
injured in a bicycle accident and suffered a brain injury. Because Jake was wearing his bike helmet he 
survived the accident and the prognosis for a full recovery was excellent. Jake unexpectedly passed away on 
March 22, 2005 - though not as a result of his brain injury. The Jake Clough Headstrong Foundation is 
recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) public charity for the purpose of promoting 
bicycle safety and the importance of wearing a properly fitted bike helmet. 
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TThhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  IInnppuutt  PPrroocceessss 
Numerous individuals from the greater Prairie Village community provided input during the planning 
process which was a significant part of identifying issues and recommendations for this plan. The Prairie 
Village Safe Routes to School Team solicited input from the entire community in order to develop the Safe 
Routes to School Plan. These efforts included: 

• surveys of parents, 
• surveys of school students, 
• engineering investigations of sidewalk inventory and signage in proximity to both schools, and 
• a community meeting to address issues throughout the city. 

 
Parent Surveys 

Surveys were distributed to parents of students at the elementary and middle schools. The surveys asked 
questions pertaining to parent attitudes about walking and biking to school, issues that affect current travel 
modes, issues affecting school travel decisions, and general perceptions of students walking and biking to 
school. During the fall 2009, approximately 500 surveys were completed by parents of students attending 
elementary and middle schools across the city.  
 
Figure 3 identifies the method of student travel to school, by percentage, as reported by parents 
responding to the survey.  A summary of the survey results is located in Appendix B.  Parents reported 
travel by motor vehicle (family vehicle and carpool) is the primary means of travel to and from school even 
though nearly 75 percent of parents reported the travel time to and from school is 10 minutes or less, based 
on their reported mode of travel.  
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Figure 4 identifies the issues parents reported affecting their decisions to allow children to walk or bike to 
school.  The distance of travel is the top issue affecting travel decisions, especially for middle school 
students who often have travel distances of more than 2 miles.   Concerns about safety of walkers and bikers 
along the city’s streets were overwhelmingly cited in the parent surveys and community meetings as 
reasons why driving is preferred instead of walking and biking to school. Nearly 30 percent of parents 
indicated in the survey that they would never feel comfortable allowing their children to walk or bike to 
school at any grade level.  Therefore it is a goal of the Prairie Village Safe Routes to School Plan to 
significantly lower the percentage of parents who do not feel comfortable allowing their children to walk or 
bike in the community.  Education and encouragement efforts for parents will be important to achieve this 
goal. 
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PPrraaiirriiee  VViillllaaggee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  MMeeeettiinnggss  

Two community meeting opportunities were conducted for parents, students, school officials, and local 
public safety officials.  The first meeting was held at Briarwood Elementary on November 10, 2009 to discuss 
schools in the southern portion of the city.  A second meeting was conducted on November 11, 2009 at 
Prairie Elementary to discuss the northern portion of the city.  Both meetings consisted of the following 
information sharing and feedback opportunities: 

• Planning consultants provided an overview and background about the Safe Routes to Schools 
program as well as the results of the parent and student surveys.  

• An interactive session with meeting attendees was conducted using large maps of the city and 
school sites to determine the location and types of barriers for safe walking and bicycling. 

• Meeting participants provided their recommendations for potential solutions to the obstacles and 
barriers. 

 
Figure 5 – Community Meeting Photos 

 

  
Background information about the SRTS 
program was presented to the attendees.  

Parents provided ideas to improve walking 
and biking safety throughout the city.   

Parents provided their opinions about 
obstacles to safe walking and biking by 

completing a workbook and by participating  
in an interactive discussion.   

  
Specific areas and travel corridors with safety 

concerns were noted on maps during the 
interactive discussion with parents. 

The group discussion noted several important 
intersections, street crossings, streets, and  

sidewalks with safety concerns.  
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The following obstacles were identified by parents as the primary concerns about walking and biking safety 
in Prairie Village.  A complete summary of comments from parents is provided in Appendix C. 

 
General Obstacles impacting walking and biking throughout Prairie Village 

 The close proximity of sidewalks along streets makes walking and biking feel unsafe.  
 Parents are generally supportive of walking and biking to school, but are worried about the lack of 

safe routes for children to walk without adult supervision. 
 The number of books and the weight of backpacks discourage walking and make biking difficult. 
 Parents generally find it more convenient to drive children to school. 
 Continued enforcement is needed, but there are too few police officers to address all areas. 
 Speeding and drivers not yielding to pedestrians is a major safety concern. 

 
Figure 6 – Existing Conditions Impacting Walking and Biking 

 
Most crossings at major intersections are typically well marked, 

however parents reported concerns about children safely 
crossing these wide streets.  Often turning vehicles do not yield 

to walkers and bikers. 

Some streets do not have sidewalks or 
bicycle facilities. 

Most sidewalks are in good condition 
throughout the city.  However there 

are some locations where 
maintenance is needed. 

   

Parents indicate some crossings on residential and collector 
streets do not feel safe due to visibility or speeding concerns, 
such as this crossing on 67th St west of Delmar St which is not 

easily recognizable from a distance. 

Narrow sidewalks near the curb of 
high traffic streets do no feel 

comfortable to walkers and bikers, 
such as this sidewalk along Mission Rd 

near St. Ann’s.  This sidewalk is also 
obstructed by utility poles.   

Parents identified the desire for safety 
barriers along sidewalks that are 

located close to the street, particularly 
in high traffic volume areas. 
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BBaarrrriieerrss  ttoo  AAccttiivvee  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn 

Barriers to safe walking and bicycling were identified based on input from community residents, school 
officials, and local government officials:  

 The distance for many middle school children live from school is too far to walk or bike 
 Traffic volumes and speeds along major streets create street crossings perceived to be dangerous 
 Sidewalks are close to the street curb along many major streets and do not feel comfortable for 

pedestrians or bikers 
 Some streets lack sidewalks or have sidewalks in need of repair  
 A sizeable percentage of parents do not feel comfortable allowing children to walk or bike to school 

at any age 
 

CCrreeaattiinngg  SSoolluuttiioonnss  

Solutions to implement the Prairie Village Safe Routes to School Plan are provided in the following 
subsections for Engineering, Education, Enforcement, Encouragement, and Evaluation.  Implementation of 
our Safe Routes to School Plan will include a strong partnership led by the Community Champions and 
Planning Team Partners.  A number of creative solutions were identified during the community meetings 
and on the parent surveys, which are compiled in Appendix C.  These solutions and others should be 
explored for each of the schools in Prairie Village. 
 
The primary goals for each of these solutions are to: 

 Improve the safety of students walking and bicycling to school and other community destinations. 
 Increase the number of students walking and bicycling to school.  
 Involve the parents, PTAs, individual schools, and the community at-large with implementation 

actions for sustainable safe routes to school strategies.  
 Create Safe Routes to School Teams at schools and throughout the community. 

 
 
 
 
  

National Center for Safe Routes to School 
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EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg 

Based on school site visits and coordination with community representatives, the following Engineering 
Strategies are recommended for future Safe Routes to School funding applications, City Capital 
Improvement Projects (CIP), and Transportation Engineering Assistance Program (TEAP) applications. 
 

 Construct new sidewalks to connect with existing sidewalks on: 
o 69th St from El Monte St to Delmar Ln (north side) 

 In accordance with the City Council’s Neighborhood Traffic Calming Policy, collaborate with 
neighborhoods and investigate the installation of speed hump crosswalks or providing a 
more visible type of crosswalk marking: 

o 83rd St at Juniper Dr 
o 67th St at Delmar Ln 
o Somerset Dr at 86th St, 87th St, and 88th St 

 Construct ADA compliant sidewalk ramps at: 
o 63rd St and Mission Rd southwest corner towards the southeast corner. Coordinate with the 

City of Mission Hills to provide sidewalk ramp on the southeast corner towards the 
northeast corner 

o 67th St and Roe Ave southeast corner toward the southwest corner 
o 83rd St and Somerset Dr northeast corner and southeast corner 
o 87th St and Nall Ave all corners (pending construction as part of the City’s 2010 CIP) 

 Install pedestrian railing on:  
o 67th St at Delmar Ln on north side by stream crossing 
o 72nd Ter and Mission Rd at east and west sides (St. Ann’s crossing signal) 

 Modify traffic signals at:  
o 63rd St and Mission Rd coordinate with the City of Mission Hills to provide pedestrian 

indications across the east and north legs of the intersection 
o 83rd  St and Somerset Dr repair pedestrian activation operation for crossing the south leg of 

the intersection 
 Grind or replace sidewalk panels on: 

o Juniper Ln between 83rd St and 86th St (construction as part of the City’s 2010 CIP) 
 Improve intersection sight distance at: 

o Belinder Elementary School - restrict parking south of drive on the west side 
o 67th St and Mission Rd northwest corner – prune or remove shrubs (completed fall 2009) 
o 67th St and Delmar Ln median island – prune or remove rose bush (completed fall 2009) 

 Change signing at: 
o 86th St and Nall Ave – move the school crossing for northbound traffic south of the street 

light pole to reduce queuing of vehicles at the intersection. Replace the existing pedestrian 
warning sign south of 86th St for northbound traffic with a “school crossing ahead” sign. 

 Investigate bicycle and pedestrian accessibility improvement options 
o Nall Ave between 83rd St and 79th St east side (apply to KDOT for a TEAP study) 
o Mission Rd between Mission Valley Middle School and Tomahawk both sides, including the 

potential for a “road diet” (apply to KDOT for a TEAP study) 
 Investigate moving sidewalks away from the curb on:  

o Mission Rd between Mission Valley Middle School and Somerset Dr both sides pending 
further study (such as a TEAP study) and redevelopment of the Corinth Shopping Center. 

o Mission Road between 75th St and 71st St on east side pending further study (such as a 
TEAP study). 

 Improve traffic operation at Prairie Elementary School north driveway:  
o Post no parking along east side of island by entry 
o Stripe two entry lanes and one exit lane in driveway 
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 Table 1 - Engineering Improvements Estimate 

Improvement Location1 Quantity 
Estimated 

Improvement 
Construct new sidewalks to 
connect with existing 
sidewalks 

 69th St 1300 S.F. $7,800 

Install speed hump crosswalks 
or 
replace crosswalk marking 
with enhanced visibility 
crosswalks 
 

 83rd St at Juniper Dr 
 67th St at Delmar Ln 
 Somerset Dr at 86th St, 87th St, and 88th St 

5 each $30,000 

Construct ADA compliant 
sidewalk ramps 

 63rd St and Mission Rd southwest corner  
 67th St and Roe Ave southeast corner  
 83rd St and Somerset Dr northeast corner 

and southeast corner 
 87th St and Nall Ave all corners (as part of 

bond project) 

8 each $12,000 

Install pedestrian railing 

 67th St at Delmar Ln on north side by 
stream crossing 
 72nd Ter and Mission Rd at east and west 

sides (St. Ann’s crossing signal) 

50 L.F. $5,000 

Modify traffic signals 
 63rd St and Mission Rd  
 83rd  St and Somerset Dr  

Lump sum  Monthly charge 

Grind or replace sidewalk 
panels2 

 Juniper St2 500 S.F. $3,000 

Improve intersection sight 
distance 

 67th St and Mission Rd2 
 67th St and Delmar Ln2  
 Belinder Elementary School  

Lump sum $300 

Change signing  86th Street and Nall Avenue Lump sum $300 

Study bicycle and pedestrian 
accessibility 

 Nall Ave between 83rd St and 79th St 
 Mission Rd between Mission Valley Middle 

School and Tomahawk 
Study grant No Cost 

Move sidewalk away from curb 
 Mission Rd between Mission Valley Middle 

School and Somerset Dr 
 Mission Rd between 75th  St and 71st St 

22,000 S.F. $213,000 

Improve traffic operation at 
Prairie Elementary School 
(Improvement by School 
District) 

 Driveway Lump sum $500 

Engineering/Administration 15% of Grant Total n/a $36,200 

 Total $308,100 
1The location of the engineering improvements are illustrated on Figure 7. 

2 Completed or to be completed city project in 2010. 

 



Prairie Village, Kansas  
Safe Routes to School Plan 

 

 20  City of Prairie Village and USD 512 Shawnee Mission School District  

 
Example of a High-Visibility School Crosswalk Sign Example of a pedestrian railing 

Example of an ADA compliant sidewalk ramp Example of an elevated speed hump crosswalk. 
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Figure 7 – Proposed Engineering Improvements Map  
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EEdduuccaattiioonn  

The Safe Routes to School Plan recommends an education approach targeted to both children and 
parents.  Education directed towards parents can strongly influence whether more children in Prairie 
Village will walk and bicycle to school in a safe manner.   
The following Education Strategies will be pursued to educate students and parents: 

 Create a Procedures Manual that can be adapted to each school in the community.  The Manual 
should outline educational activities, including individuals responsible for implementation and 
time frames for action. 

 Integrate specific lessons into the class curriculum and physical education classes. 
 Conduct educational programs, PTA activities, printed materials, and web sites for parents 

about walking and biking safety to reduce the number of parents who drive their children to 
and from school.  

 Provide parents with detailed information about proper safety practices specific for their child’s 
age so they can serve as “teachers” and model safe behavior for their children. 

 

 
National Center for Safe Routes to School 

Education Schedule 
Prepare Procedures Manual ...........................................................Beginning of Program Implementation Phase 
Integrate lessons into school curriculum ............................................................................Throughout school year 
Organize and conduct educational programs...................................................................Throughout school year 

Education Sustainability 
Curriculum developed by the school district will be administered by School Resource Officers, D.A.R.E 
officer, PTAs, and school staff.  A Procedures Manual will document responsible individuals and groups 
necessary for educational activities, and will be updated and revised as necessary to ensure ongoing 
stability of the educational program.   
 

Table 2 - Education Strategies Estimate 

Strategy 
 Create a Procedures Manual  
 Prepare and distribute newsletters, brochures, and other handouts for both 

parents and students related to safe walking and biking practices  
 Conduct training, educational activities, and materials to educate adults and 

reduce their safety concerns about walking and biking  
 Conduct bicycle rodeos, Stranger Danger, Rules of the Road, and other 

educational programs about safe walking and biking practices 
 Integrate lessons into classroom or physical education classes 
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EEnnffoorrcceemmeenntt 

The following Strategies will be pursued to help enforce the Safe Routes to School Plan. 
 The City of Prairie Village will focus law enforcement efforts as necessary in areas where traffic 

congestion occurs around schools, as well as speed enforcement in the primary walking / 
biking corridors around both schools.  

 The City and School District will implement a local media blitz and “Progressive Ticketing” 
program with a three-stage process, beginning with an educational period and then issuing 
warnings and later citations for violations. 

 
National Center for Safe Routes to School 

Enforcement Schedule 
Implement media and “Progressive Ticketing” program ......Beginning of Program Implementation Phase 
Public safety enforcement............................................................................................... Throughout the school year 
Install pedestrian and traffic signage ........................................................................... Throughout the school year 

Enforcement Sustainability 
The Prairie Village D.A.R.E officer, School Resource Officers, and individual school PTA committees will 
be lead organizers to create and implement a safety patrol program, with assistance from the City, 
Shawnee Mission School District, and other community organizations. Safety procedures will be 
prepared and integrated into the Prairie Village SRTS Procedures Manual to assist volunteers and staff. 
The City of Prairie Village and Police Department will continue working with School District officials, 
parents, and residents to address law enforcement issues in areas of concern. 

 

Table 3 - Enforcement Strategies Estimate 

Strategies 
 Implement a media blitz and “Progressive Ticketing” program 

 Distribute fliers / stickers to parent drivers with enforcement message  

 Police conduct targeted enforcement activity at least 3 days each month 
 Pedestrian and speed watch signs, and speed and traffic enforcement by 

local law enforcement  
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EEnnccoouurraaggeemmeenntt 

Encouragement strategies are about having fun; they generate excitement and interest in walking and 
bicycling.  In Prairie Village the encouragement approach will emphasize special events throughout the 
year and when possible include a range of participants including walkers, bikers, parents, and drivers. 
The following Encouragement Strategies will be pursued: 
• Organize a variety of special events that make it fun to walk and bike to school, such as Walk and 

Roll to School Day, Earth Day, Trail Day, Car Free Day, Bicycle-to-Work Day and Bike Month.  A Traffic 
Safety Day will provide an opportunity to include education for drivers. 

• Organize and implement walking school bus and bicycle trains for elementary students, including 
remote locations where school buses can park and allow the students to participate in a “bus 
walking train” to and from the schools. 

• Create and distribute safety tips brochures and maps of preferred “safe route” corridors for walking 
and biking to school (all schools).  Distribute the maps to parents and students during fall 
enrollment and make available on the city and school district web sites. 

• Provide small rewards, such as stickers or pencils, to students whose parents follow proper traffic 
safety process. 

• Create banners and print material to inform students and parents of special events encouraging 
walking and biking (all schools).  Coordinate with the media, businesses, and institutions to 
advertise the events and related information.   

• Acquire incentive items to encourage student participation in special events (all schools).  Such 
items may include new bikes, bike helmets, pedometers, t-shirts, and other walking and biking 
accessories. 

Encouragement Schedule 
Create maps, brochures, banners, and other print materials ..................................... Beginning of School Year 
Procure incentive items.................................................................................................... Throughout the school year 
Coordinate with media, businesses, and institutions .............................................. Throughout the school year 
Special Events...................................................................................................................... Throughout the school year 

Encouragement Sustainability 
Encouragement activities will be focused on encouraging safe walking and biking to school practices, 
such as use of bicycle helmets. Efforts will be made to promote special events and provide incentives for 
children who demonstrate safe walking and biking practices.  School PTAs, Traffic Safety Officers, and 
local volunteers will be responsible for coordination of these activities.   

 

Table 4 - Encouragement Strategies Estimate 
Strategies 
 Establish walking school buses, bicycle trains, and bus walking trains at 

each elementary school  
 Implement a good safety incentives by Police and others when 

observing safety practices by students and parents 
 Create and reproduce maps, safety tips brochures, and other printed 

materials, banners, purchase balloons, and other supplies for special 
events 

 Procure prizes and incentive items for students participating in walking 
and biking events 

 Media advertisements related to special events and the SRTS program 
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EEvvaalluuaattiioonn 

Surveys will be conducted biannually to evaluate the success of the Safe Routes to School Plan’s 
implementation strategies, and to identify other opportunities to increase participation in the ongoing 
activities. 
 

 
National Center for Safe Routes to School 

Evaluation Schedule 
Create surveys .......................................................................................................................... Beginning of School Year 
Administer and compile surveys.....................................................Two times each school year (Fall and Spring)  
 

Evaluation Sustainability 
Master copies of the surveys, along with tabulation instructions, will be provided to school officials to 
distribute each school year.  The School Resource Officer will be responsible for local coordination of 
these activities.   

 

Table 5 - Evaluation Strategies Estimate 

Strategy 
Conduct surveys biannually and compile results to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the plan 
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TThhee  AAccttiioonn  PPllaann 

The Prairie Village Safe Routes to School Team is committed to realizing the community vision for a safe, 
enjoyable, and accessible walking and bicycling environment for our students. Table 6 summarizes the 
Action Plan with our implementation efforts, including timeframe, responsible parties for 
implementation, and proposed funding source. 
 

 

Table 6 - Action Plan 
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Engineering 

Construct traffic 
calming, sidewalk 
ramps, sidewalk 
improvements, and 
safety improvements 

Provide physical 
improvements to 
improve 
pedestrian and 
bicycle safety, and 
calm traffic. 

Beginning of 
Program 
Implement-
ation Phase 

City City,  
SRTS Funding 

 

Education  

Create SRTS teams at 
schools, 
Procedures Manual, 
Class Lessons, 
Printed Materials, 
Safety Educational 
Programs (e.g. bike 
rodeos) 

Work with school 
district officials to 
design a 
curriculum to be 
implemented at 
all grade levels. 
Educate both 
students and 
adults 

Ongoing SRO, D.A.R.E 
officer, 
City,  
USD 512, 
PTAs 

City, 
USD 512, 
SRTS Funding 

 

Enforcement  

Public Safety 
Enforcement, 
Safety Patrol 
Program 

Speed 
Enforcement, 
Organize a 
parental/ 
volunteer to 
patrol safety 
procedures 

During 
School 
Months 

Police,  
SRO, D.A.R.E 
officer, 
PTAs,  
Teachers, 
Parents, 
Volunteers 

City, 
USD 512,  
SRTS Funding  

 

Encouragement  

Special Events, 
Maps and Materials, 
Incentive Items, 
Media 

Organize special 
events, promote 
and advertize 
events 

Ongoing SRO, D.A.R.E 
officer, 
PTAs, 
Volunteers, 
Teachers, 
Parents, 

City,  
USD 512, 
Donations,   
SRTS Funding 
 

 

Evaluation  

Parent and Student 
Surveys 

Send surveys to 
students and 
parents to 
evaluate safety 
plan 

Survey in fall 
and spring 

SRO, D.A.R.E 
officer 
 

City,  
USD 512 
SRTS Funding 
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EEvvaalluuaattiioonn,,  CCoooorrddiinnaattiioonn,,  aanndd  SSuuppppoorrtt  AAccttiivviittiieess 

Ongoing implementation of the Safe Routes to School strategies and activities will include continued 
communication by city staff and school officials with area residents and students.  
 

Activities that address the monitoring, review, and update process: 
• Create Safe Routes to School Teams at various schools, such as part of school PTAs. 
• Continue communication by city staff and school officials with area residents and students. 
• Conduct surveys of students and parents to evaluate the success of the implementation 

measures. 
• Conduct periodic joint meetings of the Safe Routes to School Teams (semester or yearly). 
 

Plan for how initiatives will be sustained 
• The Safe Routes to School Teams will coordinate implementation actions. 
• Reminders of safe walking and biking procedures will be provided by the School District, City of 

Prairie Village, and local media outlets. 
 

Methods and measures of success for strategies 
• Monitor how many children walk and bike to school 
• Monitor how many students are bused to school 
• Monitor how many students are driven to school by automobile 
• Monitor (reduce) the percentage of parents who will not allow their children to walk or bike to 

school 
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AAppppeennddiixx  AA  
SSaaffee  RRoouutteess  ttoo  SScchhooooll  PPhhaassee  IIII  FFuunnddiinngg  AApppplliiccaattiioonn 

 
 
 

Section To Be Completed 
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AAppppeennddiixx  BB  
SSuummmmaarryy  ooff  FFaallll  22000099  PPaarreenntt  SSuurrvveeyy  RReessuullttss   

The following provides a summary of the Safe Routes to School Survey of Parents completed during the 
fall of 2009.  The survey was conducted with parents of elementary and middle school students 
attending schools located in the city limits of Prairie Village.  This includes some parents of students 
who reside in adjacent communities but have the opportunity to walk or bike to schools located in 
Prairie Village.  Approximately 500 parent surveys were completed.   
 

Table 1 - Student Travel Mode  
Travel 
Mode  

Walk Bike School 
Bus 

Family 
Vehicle 

Carpool Public 
Transit 

Other 

To  
School 12.5% 3.6% 20.8% 51.2% 11.1% 0.4% 0.4% 

From 
School 16.1% 3.7% 22.3% 44.3% 12.8% 0.7% 0% 
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AAppppeennddiixx  CC  ––  SSuummmmaarryy  ooff  CCoommmmeennttss  ffrroomm  PPaarreennttss   
The following is a summary of comments provided by parents at the two community meetings 
conducted in November 2009 and also provided on the safe routes to school Parent Survey forms 
completed during the fall 2009.  

 
Specific Street and Infrastructure Obstacles Identified by Parents 

 
Mission Rd 
 High traffic corridor and west side generally has narrow sidewalks.  
 From Mission Valley Middle School to 83rd Street: sidewalks too close to the street  (west side) 
 Prairie Village Shops Area: biking is challenging. More bicycle racks are needed in the shopping 

area. 
 Sidewalks are too close to the street, such as near St. Ann’s. 
 Intersection at 63rd St: crossings on only two sides of the intersection. 
 Intersection at 83rd St (including Corinth Shops): a circulation study is needed for Corinth 

Elementary and the area to the northeast of the intersection. 
 Intersection at 75th St: width and traffic volumes discourage pedestrian and bicycle crossings. 
 Intersection at 89th St:  crossing safety concerns 
 Intersection at 95th St:  crossing safety concerns. 
 
Fonticello St 
 No sidewalks between 67th and 69th Streets.  This street could be an alternative walking route 

instead of Roe Ave. 
 
Somerset Dr 
 Nall Ave to Mission Rd: entire corridor has speeding and some sidewalk maintenance concerns.  

Crossing the roadway safely can be difficult. 
 Intersection at Roe Ave: speeding is a problem. 
 Intersection at 83rd St: difficult to cross street at Corinth Shops area 
 
Juniper St 
 Between 83rd and 86th Streets: sidewalks need repair and cause tripping in some areas near 

Briarwood Elementary. 
 
Nall Ave 
 Narrow sidewalks near 86th Street (east side). 
 Sidewalk gaps in various locations such as between 79th and 83rd Streets (east side) 
 Intersection at 87th St:  intersection safety concerns 

 
Roe Ave 
 Sidewalk maintenance issues and gaps in various locations. 
 Speeding concerns along Roe Ave throughout the city. 

 
El Monte St 
 North of 67th St:  western side lacks sidewalks.  There is an awkward jog to make for sidewalk 

crossings at the intersection of 83rd Street. 
 

Belinder Ave 
 Congestion and circulation issues occur on the south side of Belinder school.  On-street parking 

near the drop off loop adds to the congestion.  
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Briar Ln 
 Between 83rd and 86th Streets: Lacks sidewalks  
 
Oxford Rd 
 Sidewalk maintenance needed east of 69th to Tomahawk Rd. 
 
67th Street 
 Traffic volumes and speeding concerns.   
 Near Delmar St: cars do not stop for the crosswalk.  Better enforcement is needed. 
 Intersection at Belinder Ave (Mission Hills): crossing safety concerns  
 Intersection at Mission Rd: shrubs create visibility  
 Visibility issues and on-street parking generally between Fontana St. and Grenada Rd makes 

the street too narrow. 
 The street culvert west of Prairie Elementary needs railings or other pedestrian safety 

improvements. 
 Intersection at Roe: no sidewalk/crosswalk landing at the northwest corner of the intersection 
 Between Belinder Ave and High Ave (Mission Hills):  lacking sidewalks  
 
68th Street 
 Speeding between Roe Ave and Nall Ave. 
 Intersection at Belinder Ave (Mission Hills):  No crosswalks for pedestrians from the east (in 

Mission Hills) 
 Intersection at Fonticello St: Visibility concerns. 
 
69th Street 
 Intersection at Roe Ave: water collects at intersection and causes ice in winter 
 Oxford to Delmar St: lacking sidewalks 
 No sidewalks east of Oxford Rd. Many students cross here 
 69th Terrace: sidewalk maintenance needed Fonticello to Roe  
 Between Nall Ave. and Roe Ave: Speeding concerns.  The signal at the Roe Ave. intersection is 

not always effective. 
 
71st St 
 Between Mission Rd and Belinder Ave:  Speeding and high traffic volumes. Some sidewalk 

maintenance needed in approximately the 2900 block.   
 Intersection at Belinder Ave: traffic volumes and visibility issues make crossing feel unsafe.  

Some traffic enforcement needed. 
 
75th St 
 The width of the roadway acts as a physical barrier for pedestrian and bicycle travel between 

the north and south sides of the city. 
 Area near Belinder Intersection:  Lacking sidewalks or have narrow sidewalks too close to the 

street. 
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83rd St 
 Between Somerset Dr and Nall Ave:  High traffic area.  Sidewalks are narrow and there are some 

maintenance problems.  There are few crosswalks for travel between neighborhoods on the 
north and south sides of the street.  

 Between Somerset Dr. and Roe Ave:  Sidewalk gap on the south side. 
 Intersection at Lee Blvd (Leawood): additional crossings needed and sidewalks on the east side 

of Lee Blvd. 
 Intersection at Juniper St: High traffic area with visibility concerns in proximity to the crosswalk.  

Enhanced warnings and visibility desired in proximity to the crosswalk. 
 
86th St 
 Intersection at Nall Ave: High traffic volumes and speeding concerns.   
 East of Nall:  speeding concerns, especially in the mornings. 

 
Prairie Elementary 
 Parking in the parking lot near the Mission Rd driveway intersection creates congestion and at 

times blocks the two entry lanes.  
 

Parents Recommended Ideas to Consider for Solutions 
 Create pedestrian-friendly “hubs” at major destinations and install more bicycle racks and 

storage lockers: city parks, Corinth Shops, Prairie Village Shops, and the City Hall/pool area. 
Connect these areas together with trails and other amenities. 

 Provide safe routes to destinations for all members of the community including elderly 
residents and special needs residents. 

 Consider reducing posted speed limits throughout the city. 
 Place sidewalks back from the street curb to create greater separation from the street. 
 Consider sidewalk barriers in some areas where sidewalks are adjacent to the street curb. 
 Consider raised sidewalks, distinctive pedestrian crossings, and traffic calming measures at 

major pedestrian crossings and high traffic volume intersections. 
 Designate certain streets as pedestrian and bicycle “safe route” corridors (similar to “snow 

routes”).  These corridors should have special identification and improvements, such as signage, 
painted colors on the sidewalk or street curb, or other markers. 

 Provide maps of the designated “safe route” corridors to parents and students during fall 
school enrollment to increase awareness and make the city safer for walking and biking. 

 Coordinate with surrounding jurisdictions to ensure safe walking and biking corridors from 
neighborhoods in those communities to schools located in Prairie Village. 

 Provide linkages to the countywide trails system in surrounding jurisdictions. 
 Maintain shrubs and other landscape plantings in medians and along streets so visibility is not 

blocked for pedestrians and drivers. 
 Enhance traffic enforcement measures citywide. 
 Address scooter and skateboard safety in addition to walking and biking. 
 Integrate curriculum into the existing lesson structure of the classes at schools that addresses 

health and personal wellness to get children involved in walking and biking to school, being 
more active in their community, and learning more about the human body. 

 Create a “bus walking train” where the school bus may stop several blocks from the school and 
an adult would lead the students to the destination.   

 Designate park and walk locations away from the schools where parents can drop off and pick 
up students.  This can help relieve traffic congestion around the schools, and allow children not 
within walking distance of the school to participate in the safe routes to school program. 
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 Team with local businesses with prominent marquee signs to display messages during the 
morning and afternoon hours informing motorists to be aware of the presence of walking and 
bicycling students. 

 Implement a “pay-as-you-go phone” at all schools to coordinate with parent volunteers for 
walking school bus and bicycle trains.   

 Parents could be stationed along a pre-planned route so adults can monitor student travel 
safety, but not necessarily walk or bike the entire route with them (fewer adult volunteers 
would be needed). 

 Conduct a media campaign to provide public awareness, and include messages in school and 
city communications to the public. Promote radio announcements during school travel times.  

 Educate the public about pedestrian safety and who has right-of-way, and consider signage to 
inform drivers that pedestrians have the right-of-way. 

 Utilize the city and school district websites for awareness and education. 
 Work with homes and neighborhood associations, churches, and other community groups to 

provide education and encouragement through activities, newsletters, and websites.  
 Address concerns of school liability related to children walking and biking to school. 
 Provide education events at other local places such as grocery stores, churches, and the library. 
 Consider “safe homes” program and signage; places that children can go for safety. 
 Implement email and text message alerts to parents. 
 Educate parents about the benefits of walking/biking so they will encourage children.  
 Bike helmet safety should be a major point of emphasis of safety and educational training. 
 Provide incentives for children observed with good safety practices.  Have police and others 

stop kids when they are practicing good safety and provide them with a gift card or other 
rewards. 

 Utilize a media blitz and progressive enforcement, starting with information, then warnings, 
then tickets for violations. 
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