
















































































































































































































































ADMINISTRATION 
 

Planning Commission Meeting: March 4, 2014  
 

 
Consider proposed amendment to Recreational Vehicles and Equipment Parking and 
Storage 
 

 
BACKGROUND: 
At the December 16 meeting, the City Council heard a number of resident comments 
regarding recreational vehicle storage.  Council directed staff to place the item on a 
future agenda.  This item was placed on the January 21 Committee of the Whole 
Meeting.   
 
At the City Council’s direction, staff researched neighboring cities’ restrictions 
regarding the parking and storage of recreational vehicles.  A copy of that information 
is attached.   
 
Staff also prepared and mailed a survey to all of the Homes Associations in Prairie 
Village to inquire if they regulated the parking and storage of RVs.   The City received 
responses from 10 HOAs and that information is also attached and was presented.     
 
The City adopted its current Recreational Vehicle ordinance in September, 1994.  The 
current ordinance reads as follows: 
 

Recreational vehicles and recreational equipment as defined in this 
chapter may be stored within an enclosed structure (which structure 
otherwise conforms to the zoning requirements of the City), or may be 
permanently parked upon the premises of the owner of such vehicle or 
equipment; provided, however, that, except as otherwise provided in this 
section, said recreational vehicles or recreational equipment shall not be 
permanently parked on or within any required front yard or on or within 
fifteen (15) feet of any street and said recreational vehicles shall not be 
permanently parked within five (5) feet of a rear or side property line. 

 
The following definitions are provided in Chapter 19.38:  
 

"Recreational equipment" - That which an occupant or owner may desire for 
convenience to store on his lot, but which item is normally and principally 
transported for use off the lot on a trailer or other vehicle and which is not used 
by the very nature and utility of the item in connection with customary 
accessory residential uses on the lot. Included in the meaning of equipment are 
such large items of equipment as slide-in campers, folding tent trailers, boats, 
hang gliders, snow mobiles, floats, rafts and jet skis. However, it is provided 
that in the case of those items which are transported on trailers designed to 
carry more than one item, such as jet skis and snowmobiles, such trailer shall 
be considered as the unit of recreational equipment and the item transported 
shall not be so considered. 

 

 



 
"Recreational vehicle" - Includes recreational conveyances, house trailers, 
trucks, trailers, pickup trucks, vans and converted vehicles. However, it is 
further provided that the term "recreational vehicle" shall not include the 
following defined vehicles: light trucks; light vans; light trucks having a slide-in 
camper. 

 
RVs may be stored in an enclosed structure, or it must meet several location 
requirements if stored outside.  The requirements are: 
 
1. All RVs must be parked on a hard surface. 
2. Not located in a required front yard (30 feet from the street) 
3. Five feet away from rear lot line 
4. Five feet away from side lot line. 
5. In all instances, an RV must be at least 15 feet from the street.   
 
There was extensive discussion by the City Council at the January 21 Meeting.  The 
discussion ranged from leaving the ordinance as it currently is, to implementing further 
restrictions, to a complete ban.  On a 6 to 2 vote, the Council requested the Planning 
Commission evaluate the issue and consider authorizing a public hearing. The City 
Council also requested that the Planning Commission give consideration to the 
following items:   
 

 RVs and equipment cannot be used as storage or permanently located on the 
property if not in regular use 

 RVs and equipment must be actively licensed and operable  

 RVs and equipment must be screened 

 Address storage on corner lots and visibility  

 RVs and equipment must be parked on a hard surface and definition of hard 
surface should be refined 

 RVs and equipment must not only be parked behind the front building line of 
their property but behind the front building line of neighboring properties 
directly adjacent   

 Regarding temporary storage length of time – Is 72 hours within any 14 day 
period adequate and acceptable?  

 
This information was reviewed and discussed at the February 10 Planning 
Commission Meeting.  The Commission asked staff to do the following: 
 

 Work with the Police Department on revisions to the definitions for ease of 
enforcement 

 Look at revising the “Temporary Parking”  time limit 

 Review the size and mass of different recreational vehicles 
 
Since the February 10 Meeting, the staff has worked on several items and would like 
input from the Planning Commission on the following: 
 



1.) Staff is still working with the Police Department on revisions to the definitions.  
Through this discussion, another item that has come up is the possible 
movement of Chapter 19.38, Recreational Vehicles and Equipment-Parking 
and Storage, out of the Zoning Regulations and into the Municipal Code, 
possibly to Chapter XI, Public Offenses and Traffic.  There is already 
information contained in this chapter of the Municipal Code regarding the 
parking of vehicles in residential driveways.  In addition, after hours, officers 
occasionally assist with enforcement efforts regarding vehicles in driveways 
and it would make this information more readily accessible for the officers.  Of 
the cities surveyed regarding recreational vehicle parking and storage, 4 of the 
8 cities (Prairie Village, Leawood, Merriam and Olathe) regulate the parking 
and storage of RVs in their Development and Zoning Ordinances.  The other 
cities regulate RVs in the Municipal Code in Health, Sanitation and Welfare or 
Traffic.   
 
Staff would like to receive input from the Planning Commission regarding 
movement from the Zoning Regulations to the Municipal Code.  

 
2.) At the last Planning Commission Meeting, it was suggested that the Temporary 

Parking time limit be adjusted from “not to exceed 72 hours total within any 14 
day period to “not to exceed 7 days total within any 30 day period.”  This would 
allow a resident to park their RV in their driveway for 7 consecutive days, or 
those days could be divided in the 30 day period.  
 
Staff would like further input regarding the temporary parking time limit. 
 

3.) At the last meeting it was requested that the size and mass of different RVs be 
reviewed.  “Illustration A” attached to this memo is from the City of Overland 
Park Municipal Code and provides an illustration of the different classes and 
types of RVs.  All of the items on the illustration are currently allowed to be 
permanently stored on residential property in Prairie Village, subject to 
provisions of Chapter 19.38.   
 
Staff will provide additional photos, examples and dimensions of different RVs 
at the meeting.   

 
Recommendation: 
Staff would like input and direction regarding the three items above. 
 
Attachment: 

Illustration of different recreational vehicles  
 
PREPARED BY: 
Kate Gunja 
Assistant City Administrator 
Date: February 28, 2014 
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ILLUSTRATION A 

 

Recreational Vehicles 
Class A motor home  

Class B motor home 

Class C motor home 

Travel Trailer 

Folding Camper Trailer 

Fifth-wheel Trailer 

Truck Camper 
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