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Celebrate the start of the holiday season with 
friends, family and neighbors at the 29th Annual 
Prairie Village Mayor’s Holiday Tree Lighting 
Ceremony! The tree lighting is sponsored by 
the Prairie Village Municipal Foundation, the 
City of Prairie Village, and Corinth Square 
Shops.
This year’s ceremony will be held on Thursday, 

December 4th from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Corinth 
Square. Mayor Ron Shaffer will kick off the 
start of the season along with Santa, Dancerz 
Unlimited, and the Corinth Elementary School 
Choir.  Hot chocolate and treats will be provided.  
Corinth Square and Village Shopping Center 
will hold their Holiday Open Houses throughout 
the day and evening. Look for more information 
on participating local restaurants also joining 
forces with the Mayor’s Holiday Tree Ceremony 
at www.prairievillagefoundation.org. 
The Mayor’s Holiday Tree is lit each year to 

serve as a reminder of our Prairie Village 
community members in need. Money raised for 

the Mayor's Holiday Tree Fund helps deserving 
and qualified Prairie Village residents with 
utility assistance, home maintenance needs, 
food assistance, and other vital needs of the 
community.  The City works with Johnson 
County Human Services and Heartland Habitat 
for Humanity to pinpoint specific necessities. 
This may mean paying an electric, gas, or water 
bill when a resident simply cannot.  Perhaps it 
is receiving assistance with a nagging plumbing 
problem or adding a fresh coat of exterior paint 
to the home. 
Donations for this worthwhile cause can be 

made to the Prairie Village Municipal 
Foundation, Attn: Mayor’s Holiday Tree, 7700 
Mission Rd, Prairie Village, KS 66208. Or, 
bring your donation to the Mayor’s Holiday 
Tree Lighting. Your donation to the Mayor’s 
Tree Fund will help our neighbors spread the 
spirit every day of the year.  
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ELECTED OFFICIALS
Greetings,

	 It is the season of Thanksgiving and I would 
like to take this time to offer my gratitude to all 
of the volunteers who help the City operate by 
serving on City committees. The work is 
immeasurable and greatly valued.
	 Some of the volunteer work is highly visible. 
For instance, the VillageFest Committee spends 

six months of the year planning the annual VillageFest event. The 
Environment/Recycle Committee coordinates the Annual Earth Fair. 
The Prairie Village JazzFest is organized by the JazzFest Committee 
and the R.G. Endres Art Gallery would not be possible without the 
support of the Arts Council volunteers.
	 Other volunteer work is diligently accomplished behind the scenes. 
On a monthly basis, the Planning Commission reviews applications for 
Special Use Permits and zoning changes. The City’s trees are overseen 
by the Tree Board. 
	 Thank you to all the individuals who serve tirelessly on the following 
committees: ADA Advisory Committee, Animal Control Board, Board 
of Code Appeals, Board of Zoning Appeals, Civil Service Commission, 
Communications Committee, Community Center Study Committee, 
Environment/Recycle Committee, Finance Committee, Homes 
Association Committee, Insurance Committee, JazzFest Committee, 
Municipal Foundation, Parks & Recreation Committee, Planning 
Commission, Police Pension Board, Prairie Village Arts Council, Sister 
City Committee, Statuary/Island Committee, Tree Board, and the 
VillageFest Committee. We appreciate your hard work.
	 From time to time, vacancies occur on our volunteer committees.  If 
you are interested in volunteering your time and talents, contact Meghan 
Buum at 913-385-4662 or mbuum@pvkansas.com. 
	 Also, thank you to all who volunteer in the community through your 
school, church, work, or civic organization. Our community is a better 
place because of you.

Sincerely,

Ron Shaffer, Mayor
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	    The fourth annual “Shop-With-A-Cop” 
event will be held in December. Sponsored 
by the Prairie Village Municipal Foundation, 
“Shop-With-A-Cop” is a chance for the 

Prairie Village Police Department to team up with needy and deserving 
elementary school children in our community. Last year, the Police 
Department hosted ten children. Once again this year, police officers will 
take children holiday shopping and pay for their purchases. Children may 
buy gifts for both themselves and family members. After shopping, each 
child will be treated to dinner and have their packages wrapped free of 
charge. If you are a Prairie Village business or resident who would like to 
make a contribution to this special program (monetary or specific gifts for 
children), please contact Meghan Buum at 913-385-4662.
	 Also, don’t forget to drop off your old cell phone at the Police Station, 
7710 Mission Road. The Police Department is collecting phones to help 
support the “Shop-With-A-Cop” program. A cell phone 
collection box is located in the Police Station lobby. Used 
phones may be dropped off at any time for recycling. Your old 
cell phone is our treasure!

	 The Prairie Village Municipal 
Foundation is sponsoring Gingerbread 
House parties for the sixth straight 
year.  Join in the fun while you help 
others this holiday season. Proceeds 
from the parties finance summer 
recreation scholarships, like pool 
memberships, for qualified and 
deserving Prairie Village families.
	 Brighton Gardens has generously 
offered to host the parties again this 
year.  The fun begins when you first walk in and smell freshly baked 
gingerbread. You will then see tables filled with pre-assembled gingerbread 
houses and a large variety of colorful, delicious candies, and food items. 
Let your imagination run free as you design a beautiful, edible decoration 
for your holiday enjoyment.  Plan to join us for our 2014 event:
  	 •  Sunday, December 7, 2014
  	 •  1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. OR 3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.
  	 •  Brighton Gardens, 7105 Mission Rd
  	 •  $40 per house prior to December 1st
  	 •  $45 per house December 1st and after
  	 •  Reservations are accepted from Nov. 1st -  Dec. 5th, or until sold out
	 Make your reservation early as this popular, annual event sells out 
quickly! To register, visit www.prairievillagefoundation.org or stop by 
City Hall, 7700 Mission Road, Prairie Village, KS.  When you register, 
you will be asked the total number of attendees in your party. 
Unfortunately, after registration is complete, we cannot accommodate 
additional participants.
	 Now is your chance to create a wonderful holiday memory for your 
family and create exciting summer memories for Prairie Village families 
in need.
	

COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT COMMITTEE SPOTLIGHT 

Mark your calendar now to view these upcoming exhibits at the R.G. 
Endres Gallery and attend opening receptions honoring these 
talented artists.  Gallery hours are Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m.  Gallery is located in City Hall at 7700 Mission Rd.

NOVEMBER
Jhulan Mukharji is a self-taught artist and works with pastels 
and oils.   He enjoys working directly from his subjects as a 
figurative painter.  Jhulan likes to explore the boundaries of art in 
light, shape, color, form, balance and contrast.
Ada Koch's architectural work provides numerous layers and 
media but maintains the freedom and fresh playfulness of a 
sketch.   Ada teaches art at the Nelson-Atkins Museum, Holy 
Name School and in Tucson, AZ.   She has displayed her work 
throughout the mid-west and as far away as Florence, Italy.
A reception will be held on November 14th from 6:30 p.m. – 
8:00 p.m.

DECEMBER   
Kathleen Myers is a self-taught photographer. She has 
received many awards over the course of her 30 year career. 
A reception will be held on Dec. 12 from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
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Gingerbread House 
Party Sign-up

Shop with a Cop City Committees Looking 
for Volunteers

	 The City of Prairie Village has a variety of volunteer advisory 
committees. Please consider volunteering your time and abilities. 
Committee members are appointed by the Mayor and City Council. 
Youth volunteers are also welcome.  Visit www.pvkansas.com to find out 
more and download the application form. Contact Meghan Buum at 913-
385-4662 or mbuum@pvkansas.com with questions.  



PV HAPPENINGS 

	 Time to rake those leaves! While the colors of the changing trees are 
beautiful, keeping your yard clean during this time of year can be a 
nuisance. Fortunately, the City of Prairie Village and Deffenbaugh try to 
make this autumn task a little bit easier.
	 During the month of November, residents are allowed to set out 12 
yard waste items per week for collection by Deffenbaugh. Please place 
yard waste in biodegradable paper bags or rigid containers no larger than 
35 gallons. Bundles of twigs and branches no larger than 4 feet in length 
and 18 inches in circumference are also permitted. Extra containers and 
bags may be set out, but require an overflow sticker at a cost of $1.25 per 
item.
	 Overflow waste stickers are sold in sheets of 10 and are available at 
the following locations:
  		  •  Prairie Village City Hall, 7700 Mission Road, Prairie Village, KS
 		  •  Westlake Hardware, 4049 Somerset, Prairie Village, KS
 		  •  Euston Hardware, 6955 Tomahawk Road, Prairie Village, KS
		  •  Deffenbaugh Industries, 2601 Midwest Drive, Kansas City, KS

	 If your Holiday decorating includes stringing lights across City 
streets, public rights-of-way, or storm drainage channels, a right-of-
way permit is required for electrical and traffic safety.
	 For more information, contact the Public Works Department at 
913-385-4647 or send an email to publicworks@pvkansas.com.

Holiday Lights Permit
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UPCOMING EVENTS
 	   DATE          EVENT            TIME	    LOCATION
  November 17th	          Council Meeting              7:30 pm              Council Chambers       

  November 27th-28th   Offices Closed 	           All Day

  December 1st	          Council Meeting	             7:30 pm               Council Chambers     

  December 4th          Holiday Tree Lighting	       6:00 pm	        Corinith Square

  December 15th	          Council Meeting	           7:30 pm	               Council Chambers       

  December 25th	       Offices Closed	         All Day

  January 1st	       Offices Closed	        All Day

Clean up Yard Waste

	 With another fabulous line-up featuring both Kevin Mahogany 
and Deborah Brown, music once again filled the air at Harmon Park 
on September 6th for the 5th annual Prairie Village Jazz Festival.  
More than 4,000 people enjoyed the beautiful weather and music. 	
	 We were pleased to be able to offer both corporate tables and 
tents for purchase in addition to our VIP tent for our sponsors who 
made this event possible.  Make plans now to attend the 6th annual 
Prairie Village Jazz Festival will be held on Saturday, September 
12th.  
	 If you are interested in serving on the committee, being a sponsor, 
or purchasing a tent or table, contact Joyce Hagen Mundy at 
jhmundy@pvkansas.com.  

Prairie Village Jazz Festival 
Continues to Grow

For more events visit www.pvkansas.com

	 Prairie Village Teen Council is an opportunity for Prairie Village youth to learn and actively participate in municipal government, positively 
impact the community, and gain leadership experience. Our congratulations to the following students who were selected from a talented pool of 
applicants: Gabe Altenbernd,  Kyle Baker, Denisa Butas, Ali Dastjerdi, Max Keeter & Bailey Riecker 
	 The Teen Council members will attend City Council and committee meetings, become familiar with the operations of City Hall, Public Works, 
and the Police Department, and complete a public service project. The students will be mentored by City Council members as they learn more about 
our local democratic process.

Congratulations to the Inaugural Prairie Village Teen Council



2015 Prairie Village Budget 
The annual budget serves as a financial plan, provides guidance to City staff and communicates the City’s financial condition.  
Most importantly, it presents the Governing Body’s vision for the community by describing how public funds will be spent in 
order to achieve policy objectives. 
 
The next few pages provide an overview of the City’s 2015 Budget and covers the items most relevant to the residents.  A full 
version of the budget can be found at www.pvkansas.com.  Questions regarding the budget can be directed to Lisa Santa Maria, 
Finance Director at 913-385-4661 or lsantamaria@pvkansas.com.    

 

 

*Additional 1% Sales Tax at PV Shops & Corinth Shops

Goals & Objectives for the
2015 Budget

Maintain high quality services and 
programs

Maintain quality streets, parks and 
infrastructure

Continue strong financial condition

Maintain AAA Bond rating

Increase financial transparency

Increase citizen participation in 
budget issues

     

Property Tax:   Tax on real estate and personal property.  

It is computed by applying the City’s mill rate to the 

County’s assessed valuation.

Sales Tax: Tax comes from two sources: Local Sales Tax 

and County Sales Tax.

Franchise Fees: Franchise fees are charged on major 

utilities within the City. The fee is 5% of gross receipts as 

defined and permitted by state statutes.

Charges for Services: Includes revenue which is a 

charge for contract services and special assessments to 

recipients of certain services.  

Intergovernmental:  Includes revenues provided by other 

jurisdictions, primarily the State and Federal governments.

Other Revenues: Includes use tax, motor vehicle tax, 

liquor tax, license & permits, recreation fees, fines, interest 

income and miscellaneous revenue.
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How are your property taxes used? 

          *The shift from General Fund to Bond & Interest Fund in 2011, 2012 and 2013 
           reflects issuance of bonds in 2009 and 2011.

Your property tax bill is divided between several entities of which the City is only 17% 

The mill levy rate is 
applied to the assessed 
valuation for your 
property.

The 2015 budget does 
not include a mill levy 
rate increase.  The mill 
levy rate was last 
increased in 2012 by 
0.6 mills.
 
 

City of 
Prairie 
Village 

Johnson 
County 

Shawnee 
Mission School 

District 

Fire  
District 

#2 

State of 
Kansas 

Johnson 
County 

Community 
College 

How is the mill levy used?
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How much of your property taxes are spent on 
City Services? 

 

Special Assessments:

Your property taxes also include 
special assessments or fees for trash 
and recycling services and storm water 
system maintenance.

Trash Fee: 
$174.00 per year or $14.50 per month

Stormwater Fee: 
$0.04/sq ft of impervious area

What services are provided by City Programs?

Public Safety: Animal Control, Crime Prevention, 
Patrol, Investigations, DARE and Emergency 
Services

Public Works: Operate and maintain the City’s 
drainage system, streets, buildings and grounds, 
swimming pool, tennis courts, parks and vehicles

Community Development: Building Permits, 
Code Enforcement and Solid Waste Management

Administration: Mayor and Council support, 
Management and Planning, Financial 
Management, Information Technology, Human 
Resources, Business Licensing and Animal 
Licensing

Parks & Recreation: Arts Council programs, 
VillageFest, JazzFest, Swimming Pool, Aquatic 
Teams and Tennis program

Court: Municipal Judges, Prosecutor Services 
and Court Services
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Capital Infrastructure Program 

The CIP is divided into five sections:

Parks: Includes plans for redevelopment and 
replacement of existing park structures and 
materials.

Drainage: Includes plans for replacement of 
components of the City’s storm drainage system.

Streets: Includes plans for major improvements 
that extend the life of the City’s street system.

Buildings: Includes plans for replacement or 
major improvements that extend the life of the 
City’s buildings.

Sidewalks & Curbs: Includes plans for 
replacement or major improvements that extend 
the life of the City’s sidewalk and curb system.  
Also includes plans for additions to the system to 
comply with the City’s sidewalk policy or ADA 
regulations.

The City maintains a four-year Capital Infrastructure Program (CIP) to aid the City Council and 
staff in planning and budgeting for the City’s infrastructure needs.  The CIP is reviewed and 
updated each year during the budget process.  The majority of the funding for the CIP comes from 
the General Fund.  Other funding sources include bond proceeds, the gas tax, the stormwater 
utility fee, grants, participation by neighboring cities and 1/3 of the liquor tax which is required to be 
spent on parks and recreation programs.
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PROJECT UPDATES

Prairie Village Disc Golf Course Now Open in Santa Fe Trail Park 
	 A disc golf course is now open in Prairie Village at Santa Fe Trail 
Park (7727 Delmar), adding to the list of amenities offered by the 
Prairie Village parks system. Disc golf is played in a similar fashion 
to traditional golf; however, players throw a Frisbee or disc at a 
target rather than hit a ball with a club.
	 Featuring 9 “holes” winding throughout the park, the course is 
designed to attract players of all skill levels. Each hole features 
concrete tee pads with signage outlining the course.  
	 The course is free and open to the public and available on a first-
come, first-served basis. Players need to provide their own discs. For 
more information, contact Nolan Sunderman at 913-385-4635 or 
nsunderman@pvkansas.com.

 The Prairie Village VOICE        9

        Emerald Ash Borer 
	 The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) issue is one that the City of Prairie Village has been tracking for 
several years and now, with it being found in nearby Roeland Park, it is time to begin a multi-year 
process to manage the issue. If you are unfamiliar with EAB and its impacts, more information is 
available online at www.pvkansas.com under Resident Resources>>Emerald Ash Borer.

	 Prairie Village has an estimated 700 ash trees located on City owned islands, parks, and street right-of-ways. Unfortunately the EAB will kill all the ash 
trees in the not too distant future based on other cities experience where the EAB infestation has taken place. The City of Prairie Village began removing 
and replacing ash trees in the fall of 2014 and will to continue to address the issue for the next several years. The majority of the removed ash trees were 
less than 12 inches in diameter, or already in poor condition.

www.pvkansas.com/projects 



	 With the holiday travel season soon approaching, the Police 
Department wants you to be aware of some hotel scams that have 
occurred across the country over the last few years.  Nothing spoils 
a trip more than a compromised credit card. 

Phony Restaurant Flyers
	 Many budget-conscious travelers will opt for ordering from a 
nearby restaurant -- grabbing the first menu they see wedged in their 
door. The problem is that some of these flyers are not restaurants at 
all. When you place your order and provide your credit card over the 
phone, your meal will not arrive and your credit card number may 
be used for fraudulent charges. Do yourself a favor, either spend a 
little more money and order room service, or take some time and 
research the restaurant online to make sure it is an actual business.    

Fake Wi-Fi
	 Free Wi-Fi is great, but just make sure when you access a 
network, it is legitimate. The network may be labeled “Free Hotel 
Wi-Fi” but it could be a cyber thief who is nearby waiting to grab 
your personal information. To avoid this scam, confirm with the 
hotel the correct Wi-Fi network name.  

Phone Phishing
	 You check into the hotel and hours later you receive a phone call 
from a person posing as hotel staff from the front desk. The person 
makes a statement that the hotel computer systems are down and 
they need to run your credit card again. The problem is the caller is 
only posing as an employee at the front desk and you have just 
provided a criminal with your credit card information. In these 
instances, tell the caller you will contact the front desk in person and 
hang up. Most hotels are aware of this scam and have put 
countermeasures into place by not transferring a call into a room 
unless the caller knows the name and room number. Do not become 
a victim to this scam; contact the front desk in person to clear up any 
issues and report any suspicious phone calls to hotel staff.  

PUBLIC SAFETY
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Don’t be an Out-of-Town Victim

Wintertime presents some new challenges to protect yourself and your property. Here are several tips to keep you safe this season. 

	 •  Keep presents away from windows and keep your blinds closed so no one can see the presents in your home.
	 •  Lock your doors and windows at all times even if you are away for only a few minutes.  
	 •  Do not open the door to anyone you do not know and trust.
	 •  Use security lights to help light the outside and warn away intruders. Use lights on a timer to make it appear someone is 	
	    home at night.
	 •  When vacationing, hold the newspaper, mail and any other regular deliveries to your home.  
	 •  Set timers on lights, radios, or TVs to give the appearance that someone is home.
	 •  Sign up for a house watch on your residence at www.pvkansas.com.   
	 •  Do not post your travel plans on social networking sites like Facebook, MySpace, or Twitter.  
	 •  Ask a neighbor to make tire tracks in the driveway when it snows to give the appearance someone is home.
	 •  When shopping, do not leave your handbag or wallet unattended or in the shopping cart; it can be stolen very quickly. 
	 •  Pay attention when walking in parking lots, especially when talking on your cell phone, and walk facing traffic.
	 •  Keep valuable items out of sight in your vehicle, put them in the trunk or hidden under a seat.  Do not leave any trace of 	
	    navigation systems like cords, cradles, and ring marks.  
	 •  When you take the trash out after the holidays, avoid taking product boxes out to the curb.  Leaving a TV, Wii, 		
	    computer, or laptop box on the curb tells everyone who drives by what there is to steal in your home.  

Please take a few minutes of your time now to help safeguard your home and your family. Please be safe and have a great winter 
season. If you have any questions, contact Sgt. Rod Smith at rsmith@pvkansas.com 913-385-4608.

Winter Crime Prevention Tips



COMMUNITY CORNER

	 Baseball season will be 
here before you know it, and 
ball fields in Prairie Village 
are always in demand. Make 
plans now to reserve a 
practice field for your team. 
The City of Prairie Village 
allows reservations of ball 
fields for soccer, baseball, 
and softball practices. Prairie 
Village teams (those with a majority of players who are Prairie 
Village residents or attend school in Prairie Village) will be given 
priority for field reservations, but any team may apply to reserve a 
field. Teams can reserve two practice times per week for up to 1 ½ 
hours. Fields are available in Porter, Franklin, Windsor, and 
Taliaferro Parks. If your team reserved a field in 2014, your coach 
should receive a 2015 application form soon. You may also obtain 
one at the Municipal Offices or online at www.pvkansas.com under 
Leisure & Lifestyle>>Recreation Programs. Applications for the 
spring season are due January 15th.
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VISIT US AT WWW.PVKANSAS.COM

	 The 2014 State of the Arts Reception 
was held on October 10, 2014 at the 
R.G. Endres Gallery.  The exhibition is 
a juried event featuring two-dimensional 
or three-dimensional artwork.  Kelly 
Kuhn, owner of the Blue Gallery, served 
as the juror and selected the following 
winners:

	 •  	 R.G. Endres Best in Show, sponsored 
	   	 by Corinth Square & Village Shops: “Point and Shoot in the 
	   	 Yellow Suit” by Eileen McCoy 

	 • 	  Merit Award, sponsored by Missouri Bank: “More Tea and 
 	   	  Sugar” by Loreta Feeback

	 •	  Merit Award, sponsored by Centric Projects: “Approaching 
		   Storm, Sumner County” by Cris Chapin 

	 • 	  Arts Council Award, sponsored by VanTrust Real Estate: 
		   “George” by Johne Richardson

	 •   	  Honorable Mention, sponsored by ArtRageous Creative 
		   Studio: “When the Feathers Settle” by Abigail Howe 

	 •  	  Honorable Mention, sponsored by the Café Provence: 		
		  “Garrett Drinking a Slurpee” by Rachel Mindrup

	 •  	  Honorable Mention, sponsored by Corinth Square: 		
		  “Crossroads” by Jane Pronko 

	 •  	  Honorable Mention, sponsored by Story Restaurant: “Art 
  	      	 Center” by Mike Terry

	 •  	  Honorable Mention, sponsored by the Village Shops: “Ernest” 
		   by Eric Tiffany 

	 The Prairie Village Arts Council thanks all the volunteers, 
sponsors and artists for participating in this year’s event.  The 9th 
Annual State of the Arts Show will be held on October 9, 2015.  For 
more information contact Sonya Fendorf at 913-381-6464 or
arts@pvkansas.com.

2014 State of the Arts Winners 

	 Need a great Holiday gift for the 
person who has everything? The 
Prairie Village Arts Council 
continues to sell personalized bricks, 
which will be installed in the patio 
of the Community Center during 
June 2015. Prices for individual 
bricks are $35 and corporate sponsorships begin at $100. Funds 
raised through the “Pave the Patio” project will cover the costs of 
engraving and installing the bricks, and help support cultural arts 
programs for the community through the Prairie Village Municipal 
Foundation. To purchase a brick, visit www.prairievillagefoundation.
org and select Arts Council. For additional information, contact 
Meghan Buum at 913-385-4662 or mbuum@pvkansas.com. 
	 The City also sells reusable shopping totes for $5 each. The bags 
are insulated and have a zipper making them ideal for carrying 
groceries or taking to the pool. The proceeds are used to support 
VillageFest, the City’s Annual Fourth of July Celebration. Stop by 
the City Clerk’s Office to purchase a tote.

Holiday Gifts

Renting Ball Fields
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Prairie Village e-News
Receive Prairie Village e-News in your inbox.  Sign-up at www.pvkansas.com/enews and tailor your preferences to fit your interests.           	
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A Brush With Kindness
	 The season of giving arrived early this year in Prairie Village as volunteers spent several October days 
rehabilitating the exterior of a resident’s home through a partnership between the Prairie Village Municipal 
Foundation, the Prairie Village Codes Enforcement Department, and Heartland Habitat for Humanity. 
	 “A Brush with Kindness” is an exterior home  assistance program that offers services to those Prairie 
Village residents who are unable to maintain their property due to physical or financial issues. Specifically, 
it helps residents correct code violations and revitalize the exterior of their homes and property. Applications 
for assistance are submitted to and approved by Heartland Habitat, and fully funded by the Municipal 
Foundation.
	 “Rather than issue tickets for codes violations, we offer a helping hand to our community members in 
need,” Marcia Gradinger, Code Enforcement Officer said. “This is a hand up, not a hand out, and benefits 
both the homeowners and neighborhoods as a whole.”  
	 Ruth Forman has lived in Prairie Village for 18 years. On October 3 and 8, volunteers from Mariner 
Holdings and Church of the Resurrection joined Marcia Gradinger to repair a crumbling porch and paint 
Forman’s home. “Without this program, Marcia, and the volunteers, I would not have been able to make 
these improvements.” Forman said. “This was a wonderful experience and truly about the person, not the 
property. I cried tears of joy and gratitude!”
	 Funds for “A Brush with Kindness” in Prairie Village are raised through Prairie Village Municipal Foundation events, including the Mayor’s 
Holiday Tree Lighting and JazzFest. We extend our gratitude to those citizens who support the events that in turn support fellow citizens.
	 To learn more about the program, or to see if you qualify for assistance, please contact Marcia Gradinger at (913)385-4605 or mgradinger@
pvkansas.com. 


