
City of Prairie Village Codes Administration     385-4604 

Permit requirements for:                     Based on the 2012 IRC 
Residential Decks  

Procedure: 
A building plan and a site plan are required to apply for a deck permit.   The plans should be 
drawn to scale. 
 
The building plan should indicate:  
 Pier locations, depth and size 
 Size and material of posts, beams, 

and joists. 
 Size, height, and spacing of 

guardrails and spindles. 
 Dimensions of the deck. 
 Method of attachment to house.

The site plan should indicate: 
 Property address. 
 Property dimensions. 
 All easements on the property. 
 Location of all permanent structures 

and their square footage. 
 The location of the deck, including 

the distance from all property lines. 
 The height of the deck above 

finished grade. 
Note:   The National Electric Code requires that service drop conductors be no lower than 10 ft. above the grade 
of any accessible surface (i.e. your deck).  This may require a modification of your existing electrical service.  Please 
verify location and height of incoming service conductors on your plan.     
 
Fees:    The permit fee for a residential deck is $40. 
 
Plan Review:  All deck permit applications require a plan review prior to the issuance of a permit. 
Typical turn around time for plan review is seven (7) to ten (10) days. 
 
Inspections:  Two inspections are required.  A pier hole inspection prior to the pouring of concrete and the final 
inspection are required.  Call 385-4604 to schedule inspections.  Please have permit number available. 
 
Regulations: 
• Footing and piers must extend 36” below grade and bear on undisturbed soil.  
• An approved anchor is required between the concrete piers and upright posts.  
• Guardrails must extend 36” above the deck unless the deck is less than 30” above grade (no guardrails are 

required.)  
• One square foot of footing or pier is required for each 33 square feet of deck. 
• Handrails are required on at least one side of stairs having four or more risers. 
• Guardrails and stair railings shall have intermediate rails or an ornamental pattern so that a 4” sphere cannot 

pass through.  This includes spaces around and under seats. 
• All stairs, interior and exterior, shall be provided with illumination, including the landing and treads. 
• On stairs with a total rise of 30” or more, open risers are permitted, provided that the opening does not permit 

the passage of a 4 inch diameter sphere. 
• The maximum spans listed below should be considered when designing a deck based on 40 lbs. per square foot live load. 
 
 
 Western Cedar         16” On Center   24” On Center 
           #2         #1                                              #2          #1 
 2 X 6         8’10          9’0”   7’3” 7’5” 
 2 X 8         11’3”        11’6”   9’2” 9’4” 
 2 X 10         13’9”        14’0”   11’3” 11’5” 
 
             Treated Lumber 
            #2          #1                    #2  #1 
 2 X 6           9’4”        9’11”     8’6”  8’8” 
 2 X 8         12’10”     13’1”    11’0”  11’5” 
 2 X 10          16’1”      16’9”    13’2”  14’7” 
 
*Please check with your homeowner’s association regarding any additional regulations prior to starting any 
work. 
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